School jazzes up its

Black History lesson

By MATT HASSON
Ty Cospsponiiil

HAERFORD — Oakmont Elementary
Schoal stedents got m the swing yesterday
during the Jurs Assembly. The school's per
enl-teacher argamzation orpanizd the
informative but fun event o celebrate
Black Histery Month.

Piaqml  mmed ainm
Temer Tewhik, lemder of
the Tamer Trio, talked
sboul the history of jurx
and  expluned improvise
tipm, in which & mosican
embellisher 8 melody by
adding poles ind changing
ibe riibm

Tewfik said jazz bogan when African
Americens combined (heir native dhythms
with classical music. He moted that pianiat
Seott Joplin wsed his classical training to
create raglime in Mew Orleans o the
B3, “When he wrols raglime music,
jaze was born,” he eaid,

A handful of kids and one tencher vol
unleered bt play the piano, and Tewlk gave
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pens to kids who gave the right answers Lo
guestions abowl jaz:,

Bassisi Juson Harmis geve an impro-
viged renditbon of “When the Sainis (o
Marching [n” that got the kids — and tesch-
are — dapping and singing along. Drummer
lam Ash provided & slick, snappy beat.

Tewfik did a “seat” in which a vocalist
makes sounds Lo mimic & musical instre
ment. He “scalted”
Louis Armstroog's
"What a ‘Wonderful
with piclures depicting
bines from the sorg.

"Imagination iz the

ever  have”  Tewlk
i fEected.

Fifthgrader Mick Zamon said be [filked
the drems berst, sdding thoat the moat
impartant leason he learned was thal jaz
s rooted in African music,

Jennifer Spavecia, o third-grader, said
ghe liked the pianc the mosl and enjoynd
Tewfik's bumorcus presentsiion. Fourth
grader Alison Ford, whe plays the clarine,
said ahe appreciated the druma.
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The Tamer Trie had stedents st the Oakmont Blementary School i
swingin with a jazz baal during a Black History Month lesson yesterday



